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 ¾ From Books, page 15

Books and movies can be loved by all

 ¾ From Darkroom, 
page 16

The darkroom made me 
a better photographer

Now that I’m 
older and wiser and 
appreciate film more 
than anything, I look 
back and realize that 
everyone has differ-
ent viewpoints and 
interpretations when 
reading the book. 
Directors are the same 
way. They read the 
books and they wrote 
their own version of 
the book into scripts. 

Look at Peter 
Jackson, the man 
who brought “Lord 
of the Rings” to film. 
He too is a reader and 
changed some things 
and added a few 
things to make the 
story work for those 
who haven’t read the 
“Lord of the Rings” 
trilogy.

There’s nothing 
wrong with people 
who don’t read the 

books, sometimes 
the movies are a 
lot better than the 
books, that’s just 
my opinion (here’s 
my Twitter handle if 
you want to @ me, @
MadiOverstreet), but 
it’s true.

I’m not going to 
read “The Man in the 
Iron Mask” anytime 
soon. It’s on my list 
of books to read, 
but there’s so much 
French. The book was 
written back in the 
1850s, it’s dry read-
ing and it requires 
a higher level of 
comprehension for 
me to read. The movie 
was great. A young 
Leonardo DiCaprio 
played the part of 
King Louis XVI and 
Phillieppe very well! 
I could imagine that 
it’s nothing like the 
movie, but it’s still a 
great film.

I read “Jurassic 
Park” by Michael 

Crichton and it’s not 
entirely like Steven 
Spielberg’s “Jurassic 
Park.” Without that 
film, there wouldn’t 
be so many iconic 
scenes and lines and 
we wouldn’t have Jeff 
Goldblum playing as 
Ian Malcolm. 

Michael Crichton 
only wrote two books 
and look at how 
many films there are 
now. Unfortunately, 
Crichton passed away 
in 2008 and will never 
see what has grown 
from the books he’s 
written. Why stop at 
Jurassic Park though? 
Let’s just create a 
whole new world of 
dinosaurs. And that’s 
OK, I love the new 
movies.

I know some 
people don’t like the 
new movies as much 
because there weren’t 
any “Jurassic World” 
books and that it’s re-
petitive, (yes, the new 

movies are repetitive 
of the old movies, 
but I still stand with 
my point). Heck, I 
want to see a Jurassic 
Universe. That’s only 
because I absolutely 
love dinosaurs and 
think it would be a 
cool death to be taken 
out by one, wait what?

Anyway, let’s get 
back on topic here. I 
think even the comic 
books and graphic 
novels qualify for my 
argument. I’m a fan of 
the Marvel Cinematic 
Universe, but I’ve 
never read a comic 
book in my life re-
garding the Avengers. 
Does that not make 
me a true fan because 
I never read a comic 
book about them? 

Yes, it does make 
me a true fan even 
if I haven’t read a 
single comic book, 
but I have read more 
about the comic book 
characters Stan Lee 

created (God rest his 
soul) after watching 
the first Avengers 
movie. I was curious 
about all of these 
superheroes, so what 
better way is there 
to learn about them 
other than reading 
about them?

There are plenty of 
people in this world 
who haven’t read 
comic books, yet they 
still love the movies 
that have been made. 
I don’t blame them, I 
love the movies. I can’t 
read a comic book 
because there is too 
much happening on 
the pages for me, and 

that’s just not what I 
like personally. 

Not reading the 
comic books and only 
watching the films 
does make me a fan of 
the Avengers. There’s 
even a new universe 
that was created be-
cause the films don’t 
follow the comics. So, 
a person’s argument 
where the comics are 
better than the films 
aren’t really valid here 
because the films 
were built separately 
from the comics now.

Don’t be a book-
worm and hate on the 
films, that’s just not 
cool, man. We don’t 

all have to love the 
movies as much as the 
books and vice versa.

There is one excep-
tion and it isn’t tied 
with reading at all. 
M. Night Shyamalan’s 
adaptation of “Avatar 
the Last Airbender” 
can burn because 
there was no story in 
that movie at all. I’m 
not even talking about 
that it went nothing 
by the TV series, it 
literally had no plot to 
it. It was just thrown 
together like a child 
playing a game of 
pretend. 

I don’t think it 
should be left out of 
the renovated build-
ing.

 I do have an idea 
on how we could 
change the way we 
look at classes being 
offered at LCCC. The 
administration should 
let the students vote 
on what classes 
should stay and what 
classes should go. 

To me, it makes 
sense because we are 
paying to be a part of 
this college and we are 
paying for every class 
that we sign up for. 
I feel like we should 

have a say in what we 
get to choose for our 
electives. 

If I had never taken 
film photography, 
I would have never 
fallen in love with this 
style of photography. 
It has truly made 
me a better photog-
rapher and I would 
have never known 
the beauty of film if I 
never gave this class a 
chance.

 J. O’Brien is the 
teacher for my pho-
tography class. This 
man has made me a 
better photographer 
(and I promise you 
I’m not saying that so 
I can get my B in his 
class up to an A unless 

he’s reading this). 
O’Brien has also 

shown me my weak-
nesses and what I 
need to improve in 
the class and he does 
it in a way that really 
motivates me to be-
come a well-rounded 
photographer and not 
be afraid of getting 
the shots that I want. 
I wouldn’t have  been 
able to get the training 
that I have now with-
out film photography 
offered at LCCC.

 Letting students 
vote on classes offered 
would give LCCC the 
ultimate advantage 
of free advertisement 
from word of mouth. 
It gives the students 

who enjoyed the class 
extra motivation and 
drive to protect the 
classes they truly 
enjoy and it could 
increase the number 
of students wanting 
to attend that class. It 
could also help LCCC 
see what programs 
work and what pro-
grams don’t work, and 
most of all it keeps 
the hard-working 
students happy. That’s 
what matters at the 
end of the day, if the 
students are happy 
and getting an educa-
tion and graduating, 
everyone wins.
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