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Fine Arts departments to relocate during renovation

College says goodbye to Judy Hay after six and a half years

By Jasmine 
Wilburn-Leftwich 

Co-Graphics Designer

Programs and 
departments that 
currently reside in the 
Fine Arts building will 
be relocating to differ-
ent points on campus 
while the building un-
dergoes renovations 
starting in May. 

“This will be a 
great change for the 
Fine Arts depart-
ment,” said Daniel 
Powell, dean of Arts 
and Humanities. “The 
enhancements will 
include the addition 
of an approximate 
400-seat auditorium, 
remodeled class-
rooms and higher 
ceilings. However this 
major renovation will 

cause some major in-
conveniences. “We’re 
working very hard to 
minimize the disrup-
tion for students,” he 
says. 

As of now, Mass 
Media/Multimedia, 
Music, Theater, Art 
(except ceramics), 
Public Relations, 
Campus Printing, and 
the LCCC Foundation 
relocate throughout 
the campus. However, 
the IT Department 
will be moving out 
permanently. Many 
classes that have been 
in the same place 
throughout the years 
will be changed, while 
other classes such as 
the ceramics class will 
remain accessible.

 “Students will 
have to adapt to the 

changes and accept 
their new trek across 
campus for their 
classes,” Powell said, 
“but it’ll be worth it.” 

In November, 
Laramie County 
voters approved a $6 
million mill levy to 
help fund the project. 
The LCCC Foundation 
collected $1 million 
in private fundraising, 
and the state offered 
the college $7 million 
to use toward the cost 
of construction in 
matching funds. 

Construction will 
begin in late May 
and is estimated for 
completion in May of 
2020. 

In addition, park-
ing will be available 
but also may not 
be convenient for 

everyone. Due to the 
construction of the 
new residence hall 
happening around 
the same time as the 
Fine Arts renovation, 
parking will be more 
confined. Students 
will deal with 
cramped parking lots 
or not having a space 
at all. 

“While many 
inconveniences may 
occur during this 
major renovation, 
students and faculty 
will have something 
to look forward to,” 
Powell said.

By Josh McLees 
Tri-Editor

Judy Hay, vice 
president of Student 
Services and Title IX 
coordinator, has been 
at Laramie County 
Community College 
for six and a half years 
now, and she’s retir-
ing.

When she was 
young, Hay said she 

lived in western and 
central Montana 
before working for 
LCCC. She used to 
have a private tutor-
ing business for K-12 
students with learning 
disabilities, and she 
was a stay-at-home 
mother. Earlier in 
life she worked at a 
sawmill, a pulp mill, 
and cleaned people’s 
houses to help pay for 

college. Although she 
has had multiple jobs, 
she says she’s enjoyed 
all of them.

“I have enjoyed 
every job, though I 
have to say that my 
current job at LCCC 
has been the most 
satisfying,” Hay said.

Hay has been a 
Title IX coordinator 
since 2011 and in 
similar roles as vice 

president of Student 
Services for 14 years. 

“Prior to com-
ing to LCCC as the 
vice president of 
Student Services, 
I was in a similar 
role in Montana 
at the Great Falls 
College, Montana 
State University for 
six years,” Hay said. 
“Prior to that, various 
Student Services roles 

including disability 
services, advising, 
academic support and 
grant management 
at Helena College in 
Helena, Montana, for 
15 years.”

Even though six 
and a half years at 
LCCC may not seem 
like a long time, Hay 
says she has many 
fond memories here.

“One memory I 
love was on our com-
mencement day in 
which we have both 
the Adult Education 
graduation ceremony 
as well as the full col-
lege ceremony,” Hay 
said. “I was able to 
congratulate a young 
man who graduated 
in both ceremonies on 
the same day, which 
isn’t that rare, but this 
fellow was someone I 
met through circum-
stances when he was 
beginning his high 
school equivalency 
work, and it was such 
a joy to see how much 
he had accomplished 
in such a short time.”

Another memory 

Hay remembers is 
when Student Services 
moved from its old 
home, the since-
renovated Crossroads 
building, to the Clay 
Pathfinder Building. 

“It was thrilling 
and so very satisfy-
ing to see students 
walk through the first 
floor of the new Clay 
Pathfinder Building 
and exclaim as they 
experience the beauti-
ful and functional 
place we had for 
them,” Hay said. “No 
longer were the places 
our students needed 
so often some of 
the oldest and worn 
places on campus. It 
has been such fun to 
serve students in a 
beautiful place worthy 
of them.”

Hay said that she 
wouldn’t change 
anything about the 
college or what she’s 
done because she’s 
not a person to look to 
the past. She is proud 
of everyone here at 
the college and all the 
work everyone has 

accomplished over 
the years. 

When Hay retires, 
she says she will still 
do some part-time 
work as well as enjoy 
life back in Helena, 
Montana, with her 
husband. 

“I hope to do 
some part-time work 
in higher educa-
tion or some other 
capacity,” Hay said. “I 
hope to spend some 
good times with my 
parents, as well as our 
three little grandboys. 
We also are travelers, 
skiers, bikers, and will 
be living on the lake 
where we can fish, 
water ski, kayak and 
ice skate. We won’t be 
bored or sitting on 
rocking chairs on a 
porch for a while.”

Hay said she will 
keep an eye on LCCC 
and may sneak down 
here to look at all the 
new renovations the 
college will be finish-
ing in the next couple 
of years. 

Construction to start soon:     Courtesy
A rendering of the new performing arts center after the 
renovations.


