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Cats overtake the Internet: 
Science or good taste? By Keaton S. 

Marsh 
Contributing Writer

The partisan 
divide in politics has 
seen a major influx 
of public opinion 
through memes, 
however the concept 
of political opinion 
through visual means 
is not a new concept.

Political cartoons 
became largely 
popular in American 
politics during the 
Revolutionary War. 
Cartoonists with 
revolutionist view-
points depicted King 
George as a monarch 
unfit for the crown 
and the new form of 
government as the 
proper way to govern. 
Jason McConnell, 
assistant professor 
of Political Science 
at the University of 
Wyoming, said, “Old 
political cartoons 
were used to dispar-
age public figures 
or disparage what 

they’re doing.” He 
characterized it as a 
“…1700s version of an 
attack ad.”

McConnell said 
that while memes 
have the same con-
cept and widely more 
reach than political 
cartoons, they do not 
have the same level of 
skill. Political car-
toons have “So much 
more detail than 
memes”. He described 
the way that political 
cartoons carried sa-
tirical ideas about an 
intense issue or fig-
ure. “Think of a late-
night comic makes a 
joke about a current 
issue” and “We use 
humor to poke fun at 
something serious.” 
Cartoons are no dif-
ferent.

The basic concept 
of political cartoons 
is to create a camp 
or herd mentality. It 
allows people of an 
opinion to band to-
gether or to separate 
out those who don’t 

match their view 
points. 

“Conceptually 
they’re (memes) not 
different from how 
a ranch hand works 
a herd of cattle,” 
McConnell said. 
“They keep the herd 
together or separate 
a calf for a certain 
purpose”.

“Memes are prob-
ably some modern 
evolution of car-
toons,” McConnell 
said. They allow parti-
san divide to continue 
and flourish, as they 
are both to inform 
and entertain.

 “Describe it (a 
meme) as a very short 
condensed form 
of ad or cartoon. 
Specifically, on a con-
densed social media 
site like Twitter,” 
McConnell said when 
discussing how he 
describes memes to 
his family members. 
“Memes are to Twitter 
what cartoons are to 
articles.”

Memes help get political opinion across

Courtesy
Is this expression?:
TOP: Memes like the image above from imgflip.com are easy to make and 
share. RIGHT: Images from movies are a popular choice for memes.

By Courtney 
Walston 
Photo Editor

When it comes 
to Internet culture, 
some may consider 
it safe to say that cats 
contribute a large 
amount of content to 
the mix. Some people 
find them cute, funny 
and enjoy watching 
and seeing them do 
things. But what is it 
about cats that makes 
the Internet fawn over 
them and how do cats 
affect a person’s brain 
chemistry? What are 
some examples of cat 
memes?

According to LCCC 
psychology instructor 
Jonathan Carrier, part 
of the interest in cats 
is due to their physi-
cal structuring. 

“We’ve bred our 
dogs and cats to have 
very innocent and in-
fantile looking faces,” 

Carrier said. 
“Cats 

have been bred to 
have very large eyes 
and puppies have 
very large eyes com-
pared to the rest of 
their body. Well guess 
what else has very 
large eyes? Babies do, 
compared to the size 
of their body. I think 
a lot of it is triggering 
this maternal, caregiv-
ing instinct in both 
males and females 
and that’s why we like 
them so much.”

Carrier also said 
that the relatively 
small size of cats 
contributes to the 
caregiving instinct 
that people may feel 
when interacting with 
a cat. 

In a New York 
Times article, opinion 
writer Abigail Tucker 
mentions some other 
interesting charac-
teristics of cats that 
could possibly explain 
the internet’s fascina-
tion with them.

Tucker mentions 
the “snub” noses 

that cats use to lurk 
after prey and the 
round faces that are 
due to their short and 
powerful jaws.

“These facial 
features, a terrifying 
distillation of feline 
lethality, happen to 
also be what humans 
consider cute,” Tucker 
writes. “They remind 
us of our own faces, 
and especially of our 
babies, since humans, 
too, have big eyes 
planted in the center 
of our heads, which 
we use in large part 
to read the facial 
expressions of others. 
Through this uncanny 
but accidental inter-
species resemblance, 
cat faces prime us 
to communicate, 
whether by post, 
tweet or pin.”

Going beyond the 
physicalities of cats, 
Tucker  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

also mentions that 
even though cats 
have a similar resem-
blance to humans, 
they also look “per-
petually deadpan,” 
which may be an 
explanation for why 
the Internet has cre-
ated memes centered 
around cats: because 
their faces leave 
“blank spaces” that 
need to be filled in.

Cats themselves 
are just other mam-
mals that exist in 
the world, but it’s a 
human’s perception 
that deems them 
“cute.” So, how does 
the brain chemistry 
break down?

According to 
Carrier, when a per-
son sees something 
that they admire or 
find cute, “happy” 
chemicals are released 
in the brain.

“The idea behind 
that is that they 
(viewers) get happy 
chemicals in the 
brain, which usually 
we refer to as sero-
tonin chemicals and 
dopamine chemicals,” 
Carrier said. “Things 
that are stimulat-
ing and things that 
are associated with 
good emotions, you 
might even get a slight 
endorphin release, all 
these things that are 
associated with hap-
piness that’s reflected 
in the brain.”

Carrier also said 
that repeated interac-
tions with cats creates 
new “pathways” in the 
brain.

“Brain follows be-
havior and behavior 
follows your brain. 
What I mean by 
that is: If I pick up 
a kitten or a cat or 

a dog or whatever, 
and I’m stroking the 
cat and I’m interact-
ing with the cat, I’m 
being social with the 
cat, I get these social 
emotions,” Carrier 
said. “I get these brain 
chemicals that are 
associated with hap-
piness and joy and 
stimulation and all 
this stuff. What that 
does over time if I 
keep doing that, it cre-
ates brain pathways 
that associate cats 
with happiness. I’ve 
created those path-
ways by interacting 
with cats and so now 
those pathways exist. 
So, when I see a cat, 
they get activated and 
I remember cats make 
me happy.” 

LCCC health sci-
ences major Gabi 
Estavillo said that 
she’s always had a 
love of cats because 
she feels like a lot of 
people dislike them 
and because of the 
different personalities 
each cat has.

“I really like see-
ing illustrations of 

cats,” Estavillo said. 
“On Tumblr they 
have some really 
great ones. I also love 
seeing cat vs. owner 
memes.  Because I al-
ways go, ‘that is so me 
and my cat (Raven).’ 
And of course the no-
torious cat videos.”  

The cat videos that 
Estavillo mentions 
only scratch the sur-
face of the Internet’s 
cat content. Mashable 
writer Jessica Catcher 
started a compilation 
list of cat content that 
begins in December 
of 1998 and goes up to 
March of 2014.

In this list, Catcher 
mentions both 
memes and specific 
cats that the Internet 
latched onto like the 
infamous “grumpy 
cat” (his name is actu-
ally Tardar Sauce), 
and another peculiar 
looking cat named 
Princess Monster 
Truck. 

Along with 
Estavillo, LCCC para-
legal studies major 
Samantha Murphy 
said that cat “person-

alities” are amazing 
and that a person 
can really tell the 
type of person they 
would be.

“I like so many 
things about my 
cats,” Murphy said. 
“They are easy to 
take care of and don’t 
require constant 
care and attention. 
I call them ‘piss off’ 
animals, haha. I like 
that they don’t get 
too big to sit in your 
lap. Ever. I love their 
noises like chittering 
and purring.” 

As the Internet 
continues to expand 
and allow extensive 
communication 
and data sharing, its 
culture will continue 
to produce more 
content. More cat 
videos and memes 
have the potential 
to be among that 
content as the years 
progress, and maybe 
later they can form 
into a new type of 
Internet culture that 
we are just beginning 
to scratch the surface 
of.

Cats of the internet:             Courtesy 
ABOVE: Princess Monster Truck. BOTTOM LEFT: Grumpy 
Cat.


